Longridge Hockey Club U15s have completed an excellent series of fixtures in which a young inexperienced side showed true grit and determination against some tough opposition, their team work and positive attitude throughout the competition was exemplary and bodes well for future matches and tournaments. 

The first game, against eventual runner-ups Blackpool, was a real battle for the defence with strong performances from Captain Grace Airey, goalkeeper Amber Cardwell and defenders Sophie Warr, Lucy Thompson, Rebecca Cornwell, Emily Hodgson and Jessica Hale. A score of 2-0 to Blackpool was a fair result considering for over half the Longridge team this was their first experience of 11 a-side hockey. The following week the team faced Clitheroe, the girls started strongly and the midfield and forwards played some delightful passing hockey with some fantastic moves resulting in a number of shots on goal. The Clitheroe defence worked hard and played some great defensive hockey, especially their goalkeeper. Clitheroe forced the ball in to the Longridge circle on a number of occasions but the Longridge defence were on form and cleared the ball down the pitch each time. The game was end to end but eventually the Longridge attack of Sally Monks, Bronte Edgar, Phoebe Watson and Laura Sarsfield breached the Clitheroe defences and the game ended 1-0 to Longridge. 
The third match of the competition saw Longridge face a strong Garstang side. A real determined attitude was evident from both sides and an excellent game of hockey ensued. The Longridge midfield constantly battled their way supporting the forwards and getting back to help the defence. Special mention must go to Georgia Parker and Olivia Carter for their tireless efforts. Longridge did test the Garstang keeper on a number of occasions, but it was not Longridge’s day and their unstinting efforts did not produce a goal. Garstang however had the power at short corners and converted 2, giving a final score of 2-0 to Garstang. 

The final game for Longridge in this series of matches was against a powerful side from Lancaster. The difference was only evident in short corners, where Lancaster converted 3 of their 10 attempts. Longridge had much of the open play and were unlucky not to score from a number of beautifully developed moves. This game was a real show piece for the young Longridge players, who had evolved as a fantastic team throughout the competition. 

Thanks must go to Jenny Key and Catherine Dickinson for all their help with coaching, organising and motivating the team. 

Longridge U15 Squad: Airey (Capt), Thompson, Watson, Parker, Carter, Edgar, Cornwell, Hodgson, Cardwell (GK), Sarsfield, Hale, Warr, Monks, Tallentire, Donelly.

